
                                                                                     

 

 

ELECTRONIC ENROLLMENT OF ROMA CHILDREN 
IN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS  

 
 
 Challanges of online learning for Roma community continue in a electronic enrollment of children in 
educational institutions. 

 

Activists of NGO Phiren Amenca as part of the project Meet the Roma and decide are actively 

assisting to Roma families for electronic enrollment in educational institutions, which is done through 

the web address http://www.upisi.edu.me/, and refers to the enrollment of children who are enrolling 

in a nursery and kindergarten for the first time or have previously withdrawn, as well as on the 

enrollment of first graders in primary schools, high school and universities.  Keeping up with online 

classes for Roma students and their parents was difficult on so many levels, which was recognized by 

UNDP and supported by the ReLOaD project (Regional Program for Local Democracy in the Western 

Balkans), funded by the European Union. The project is implemented in partnership with municipality 

of Podgorica, Tivat , Kotor, Nikšić and Pljevlja. The goal of the ReLOaD program is to strengthen 

participatory democracy and EU integration in the Western Balkans by empowering civil society to 

actively participate in decision-making. Lack of internet, general illiteracy, digital illiteracy and lack of 

personal email address, in over 80% of cases, represent the real inability of Roma parents to enroll their 

children in educational institutions in a timely and successful manner. Ten activists of NGO Phiren 

Amenca are daily at family’s disposal for e-registry and keeping track of unregistered children and for 

that UNDP has provided 10 tablet devices. 

Since the beginning of July, activists have visited a total of 685 families in Podgorica's 

settlements: Konik, Vrela Ribnička, former camps 1 and 2, the settlement behind Dekar gas station and 

part of Zabjelo with the Roma and Egyptian population and in direct communication with them, they 

emphasized the importance of education, both for their children personally and for wider Roma 

community.     

Activist Benjamin Šalja states the following about the experience of providing support to the 

Roma population: “The challenges I faced while working in the field are numerous. During the visits of 

Roma and Egyptian families, I concluded that due to their lack of education, most of them, 

unfortunately, do not know how to use a computer and do not know how to fill in the appropriate 
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electronic application for enrolling children in school. In addition to ignorance, the financial conditions 

to connect to the Internet are also a problem“.  

"I tried to encourage and prove by my example that members of the Roma and Egyptian 

communities can achieve their goals only if they finish school / college, and that only in this way they 

can find a normal and decent job and be positive examples in the community. Through the conversation, 

I managed to encourage families to enroll their children in school", said Šejla Pepić, activist of Phiren 

Amenca. 

In a series of problems pressing on the Roma community, education has magnitude to open up 

opportunities for Roma progress. Although the new way of enrolling children in educational institutions 

is quite simple, for Roma it represents a barrier that needs to be overcome with systematic support 

and a comprehensive institutional approach. Phiren Amenca, with the support of UNDP, will continue 

to actively and directly support the community and ensure that every child of required age finds its 

place in schools and kindergartens, and calls on the relevant ministries and the Institute for Education 

to design an additional support program that will give Roma equal opportunities for applying and 

schooling.  Phiren Amenca initiated cooperation with the Ministry of Education in order to consider 

the possibility of enrolling in educational institutions those children who did not fill in the electronic 

application and thus did not become part of the school system.    

 
 
For further information please refer to this adress:  

 
 
Elvis Beriša 
Executive director 
"Koračajte sa nama - Phiren amenca" 
Boulevard Pera Četkovića, building Ave Marija, entryway no 1, floor III, apartment no 18 
81000, Podgorica 
Tel/ +382 20 682 616 
Mob/ +382 68 189 215 
romphirenamenca@t-com.me 
www.phirenamenca.me 
www.romanet.me 
 

 
 

The Regional Program for Local Democracy in the Western Balkans (ReLOaD) is funded by the European 
Union (EU), 

and implemented by the United Nations Development Program (UNDP). 
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